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Dear friends,
A Bible passage that continues to call me away from the comfort of my desk and computer
screen are the words of Jesus in Matthew 25:
“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
		
gave me something to drink, …..”.
But Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty and gave you something
		
to eat and drink?
Jesus closely identifies with those who are hungry and thirsty and in great need of
compassion. It is almost as though when someone is hungry, Jesus is hungry too. When
someone is sick, Jesus also is sick, as if he is there with them waiting for someone to visit.
It seems to follow that to visit them is to visit Jesus.
This last weekend we went on another journey with
the solar oven ministry. We were welcomed into the
home and church of Pastor Elsa and her husband Jairo
in the small town of Tamayo. Elsa is three months
pregnant anticipating with great hope the arrival of
their first child. She has been unable to conceive until
now, so this pregnancy is very special. They pastor
two churches but live on one salary of $200 USD a
month.This is about $500 USD a month short of what
they would need to have even a hint of security and
comfort. They are worried about their future and Jairo
has decided he needs to leave the area to find
work somewhere, anywhere to support his family.
Their dedication to God and the ministry is solid even though they stand on a shaky
financial foundation. They are faithful servants of Jesus and yet they are hungry and thirsty.
Every time we go out on a mission journey in the Dominican Republic we have a similar
experience. We become more immersed in the reality of people’s lives. In some ways we
begin to really know them and can feel some of their pain and we ask,
		
“Lord, when did we see you hungry and thirsty?”
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Montecristi: A Mission Focus for 2018

Montecristi is a small city in the extreme northwest corner of the
Dominican Republic. It is a coastal town and near to Haiti. Sun baked
and dusty, Montecristi has a small fishing industry and produces salt to sell
to the USA. Montecristi once was a major shipping center but now is a
backwater village isolated and forgotten. The majority of the population
lives without potable water, no reliable public utilities, high unemployment,
a broken health care system that they cannot afford, and a growing drug
problem among the youth.
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But there is always hope. Pastor Deisy and her husband Lorenzo have
not forgotten Montecristi. They are following God’s call to raise up a
Christian congregation in one of the poorest sections of the city. They have
a vision for the people to share with them the Good News of Jesus Christ.
That Good News includes the Gospel in it’s fullness, in word and in deed.
Ardell and I invite you to participate in support of the Montecristi mission. The channel for your support exists through the following Advance
projects:

Solar Oven Partners #418812

			
		

Water@Work: Providing Clean Water
in the Dominican Republic #3021988

		
Lost and Found: Children of the
Dominican Republic #3021935

Visiting our Covenant
Churches in the USA

In the fall of 2017 we
visited about half of our
covenant churches. Please
read our ‘Thank you’ article
on our web page:
www.granerfamily.org
In the coming 18 months we
plan to meet with all the
churches that we did not visit
in 2017.
We organized the visitations
in two parts on the advice of
Global Ministries because of
our proximity to the USA and
because shorter absence from
the mission field in the
Dominican Republic is
preferable when possible.
More News about Montecristi
and other ministries we are
involved in are available on our
website,
www.granerfamily.org.
This is our blog where we try
to keep you informed on a
more regular basis. We
encourage you to check it out
for both news and photos.

For more information on how to give
use this link: www.umcmission.org
Please earmark your gift for Montecristi
mission.
			
Thank you!

